
 

 

PANEL RESULTS & COMMENTS 

2018 PROJECT SUPPORT II 
 

Cleveland TOPS Swingband 
 
  
Your Project Title: Keep Seniors Swinging (and Juniors too!) 

Your Project Summary: TOPS is expanding our performance schedule to include a focus on 

intergenerational participation in live big-band era music, as well as recognizable, contemporary selections. 

We will be collaborating with several youth-centric facilities and educational organizations to expose youth 

to classic American big-band music. Our sessions are educationally interactive and hands-on for the 

students. This will be in addition to our focus on performing live concerts for our primary population, the 

seniors. 

Final Score: Somewhat. Overall, the panel felt that the applicant provided some evidence throughout the 

application that the funding criteria were met.   

CAC Grant Amount: $4,000 

 

 

To ensure an impartial and transparent application review process, CAC convened an online panel of arts 

and cultural professionals from outside the region who evaluated and scored eligible applications. 

Panelists scored each application based on the Funding Criteria—Public Benefit, Artistic and Cultural 

Vibrancy and Organizational Capacity—with an emphasis on Public Benefit. For more details regarding the 

panel process and full panelist bios, please review the Panel Guide. 

     
Chanel DaSilva 

(New York, NY) 

Brea Heidelberg 

(Philadelphia, PA) 

Christie McKinney 

(Washington, DC) 

Michelle Polgar 

(Austin, TX) 

Dameun Strange 

(St. Paul, MN) 

 

On the next page you will find each panelist’s score and comment on your application in response to the 

question: With an emphasis on public benefit, does the applicant demonstrate evidence that it meets CAC’s 

three funding criteria? 

Note: Panelist scores and comments are presented in no particular order. 

  

http://www.cacgrants.org/assets/ce/Documents/Project%20Support/2018-PS-II-Panel-Guide-for-Web.pdf
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Score: Somewhat 

Comment: This application meets the funding criteria. The Cleveland TOPS Swingband brings big band 

music to seniors and juniors alike and performances are free and open to the public. The organization's 

members participate for the love of the art form and their community. I am encouraged that CAC funds are 

earmarked for artist support. The application would be strengthened by providing more specific financial 

information, especially relating to match requirements. 

 

 

 

Score: Yes 

Comment: I love this initiative. As stated in the application, the age gap that exists between young people 

and senior citizens can most times not require each other to have conversations, to work together, to build 

understanding and empathy for the other's demographic. It can force us to live in our own bubbles. TOPS 

is combatting that with their mission to blend senior students with senior citizens while infusing music and 

culture into the community for free. Coupled with their great organization capacity, this program has the 

potential for HUGE public benefit. 

 

 

 

Score: Yes 

Comment: This application clearly demonstrates an understanding of the community that is intended to 

benefit from this program. It could more clearly define how it responds to community needs in future 

applications. There is clearly a demonstration of meaningful partnerships between the organization and 

community partners. 

 

 

 

Score: Somewhat 

Comment: Seems like this project will not be too much of a stretch for the organization. They know their 

senior community well. The application could have shown stronger public benefit if it included more about 

how they will engage the younger audiences, and not just provide status quo programming. 

 

 

 

 

Panelist 1 

Panelist 3 

Panelist 2 

Panelist 4 
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Score: Somewhat 

Comment: This was a strong application with a clear goal of intergenerational community building. The 

organizational capacity to do this work is evident. The main weakness of this project is the goal - which 

doesn't speak to the commitment to engaging a secondary community. I would encourage the organization 

to think of more concrete goals that specifically addresses the special aspects of the project. 

 

 

Questions? Cuyahoga Arts & Culture is here to assist. Please contact: 
 

Dan McLaughlin   India Pierre-Ingram 
manager – project support  associate – communications & grant programs 
dmclaughlin@cacgrants.org      ipierreingram@cacgrants.org 

 216.515.8303 x101   216.515.8303 x107

Panelist 5 
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